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ABSTRACT 
This study aims to analyze the strategy of utilizing sources and types of financing in the 

management of Islamic education to support the sustainability and quality improvement of 
educational institutions. The method used is library research, with descriptive-analytical 
analysis techniques on various literatures, such as scientific journals, research articles, and 

relevant policy documents. The results show that the sources of Islamic education financing 
consist of internal funds (zakat, infaq, shadaqah, student fees) and external funds (government 
assistance, grants, CSR, and philanthropy). Effective fund management requires the principles of 
transparency, accountability and community participation. The main challenges faced are low 
financial literacy of managers, limited access to external funding, and lack of innovation in 
fundraising. Solutions identified include financial management training, establishment of an 
external relations division, and utilization of digital technology for fundraising. An important 
conclusion from this study is that collaborative and innovative strategies in financial 
management are necessary for Islamic education institutions to transform into professional and 
adaptive institutions that are able to expand access and improve the quality of education 
services for the community. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Islamic education is the main pillar in shaping the character, morals, and 

intellectuality of Muslims. Since the time of the Prophet Muhammad, Islamic education 

has developed by emphasizing the importance of knowledge as a path to happiness in 

the world and the hereafter. In today's modern context, the need for quality Islamic 

education is increasing along with the challenges of globalization, technological 

development, and rapid socio-cultural changes. To answer this challenge, Islamic 

education requires a strong curriculum, qualified educators, and an adequate and 

sustainable financing system in order to realize quality and quality education. 

Education financing is a crucial factor that determines the sustainability and 

quality of Islamic education institutions. Without stable financial support, efforts to 

improve infrastructure, improve the welfare of educators, and curriculum development 

will experience significant obstacles. However, many Islamic education institutions still 

rely on limited sources of funds, such as student fees or seasonal donations, which 

ultimately have an impact on the operational instability of the institution (Sutikno et al., 
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2024). The availability of funding in the implementation of Islamic education is a must 

that cannot be negotiated if you expect quality education. 

Various sources and types of financing are available to support the management 

of Islamic education, ranging from internal funds such as zakat, infaq, shadaqah, to 

external assistance from the government and the private sector. However, the 

utilization of these sources is often not optimal due to weak financial management, lack 

of innovation in fundraising, and limited access to wider funding opportunities. This 

confirms that in addition to the existence of financial resources, strategies for managing 

and effectively utilizing funds are crucial (Prima et al., 2025). 

The digital era offers new opportunities in the management of Islamic education 

financing. Through the use of digital platforms such as crowdfunding, social media, and 

online zakat/infaq payment applications, educational institutions can expand the reach 

of donors and create a more modern and transparent financing model. These 

innovations, if managed well, can be a solution to overcome the limitations of 

conventional sources of funds and build the financial independence of Islamic education 

institutions (Afifah & Aprison, 2024). 

Based on the above background, the strategy of utilizing sources and types of 

financing is very important to study. Islamic educational institutions need to be able to 

identify potential sources of funds, choose the type of financing that suits their needs, 

and manage funds accountably. This strategy is not only oriented towards meeting daily 

operational needs, but also directed at long-term sustainable development. Therefore, 

this article aims to analyze various strategies for utilizing sources and types of financing 

in the management of Islamic education. Through literature review, it is expected to 

provide a deeper understanding of the importance of diversifying sources of funds, 

applying the principles of transparency and accountability, and using technological 

innovation in supporting the sustainability of Islamic education institutions. Thus, 

Islamic education is expected to be able to transform into a more professional, modern, 

and competitive in the current era of globalization. 
 

RESEARCH METHOD 
This research uses the library research method as the main approach, namely by 

tracing, collecting, analyzing, and synthesizing information from various sources of 

literature relevant to the research theme. Literature study is very suitable to examine 

the concepts, theories, and results of previous research related to the strategy of 

utilizing sources and types of financing in the management of Islamic education 

(Abdurrahman, 2024). In the data collection process, the author accessed a variety of 

literature such as Islamic education management textbooks, national and international 

scientific journals that discuss education financing, research articles related to financial 

management of educational institutions, and policy documents from government 

agencies and religious organizations. In addition, credible online sources were also 

utilized to enrich and expand the scope of the study. 

The analysis stage involved critically reading each source, identifying key themes 

related to the sources and types of financing, as well as their management strategies. 
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Relevant information was then classified, compared and synthesized to produce a 

comprehensive understanding. The analytical approach used is descriptive-analytical, 

which describes the data systematically and examines the relationship between 

concepts and their practical implications for the management of Islamic education. The 

limitation of the literature study method lies in the dependence on secondary data, so 

the validity of the findings is strongly influenced by the quality of the sources used. 

Therefore, the author chooses sources that have gone through a peer-review process or 

are recognized for their credibility in the fields of Islamic education and educational 

financial management, in order to produce a strong conceptual foundation and 

applicable recommendations for the management of Islamic education institutions in 

the present and future. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
1. Sources of Islamic Education Financing 

The sources of financing for Islamic education basically come from two main 

categories, namely internal sources and external sources. Internal sources include 

funds that come from within the institution itself, such as student fees, donations 

from foundations, and the management of zakat, infaq and shadaqah (ZIS) funds 

provided by the surrounding community. ZIS is one of the potential sources that is in 

accordance with the principles of Islamic law and can be developed to support the 

operation and development of education (Warmanto, 2024). Meanwhile, external 

sources include various assistance from external parties, such as the government in 

the form of the BOS Fund (School Operational Assistance), grants from national and 

international donor agencies, and contributions from the private sector through 

corporate social responsibility (CSR) programs. Collaboration with the private 

sector is increasingly relevant given the limitations of government funds and the 

need for institutions to develop innovative programs in the field of Islamic 

education. 

The community also plays an important role in supporting the financing of 

Islamic education, either through voluntary donations, waqf, or participation in 

social religious activities. Funds from the community are often the main support for 

Islamic education institutions, especially in areas with minimal access to 

government or donor funding sources. The utilization of zakat, infaq, and shadaqah 

funds is not only used for scholarships for underprivileged students, but can also be 

allocated for the development of educational infrastructure, procurement of 

learning facilities, and improving the quality of educators (Annisa & Marliyah, 2024). 

The development of Islamic education financing sources can also be done 

through innovation and diversification of funding sources, such as the establishment 

of productive business units within educational institutions or cooperation with 

amil zakat institutions and Islamic philanthropy. Adaptive and transparent financing 

management strategies are needed so that educational institutions are able to 

optimize every available source of funds (Ramadhani & Saifudin, 2023). With careful 

planning, professional management, and the use of digital technology for 
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transparency and accountability, Islamic educational institutions can improve 

operational sustainability and the quality of their educational services. 

2. Types of Islamic Education Financing 

The types of financing needed by Islamic education institutions can be 

categorized into several types. First, operational financing, which is funds used for 

daily needs such as teacher salaries, utility costs (electricity, water, internet), 

learning equipment, and general administrative costs. This financing must run 

regularly and stably to ensure the smooth running of teaching and learning 

activities. Second, development financing, which is funds allocated for the 

construction and improvement of physical facilities, such as the construction of new 

classrooms, laboratories, libraries, or the provision of educational technology 

facilities. Development financing also includes long-term investments in the form of 

modernizing digital technology-based learning systems. Third, academic program 

financing, which is funds to support the improvement of the quality of education 

through teacher training, Islamic-based curriculum development, scientific 

seminars, and research and community service activities. This financing is important 

so that Islamic education does not only focus on formal aspects, but also contributes 

to the development of science and its application in society. 

In addition to these three main types of financing, there is also philanthropy-

based financing that is increasingly developing in the Islamic education 

environment. This financing comes from zakat, infaq, shadaqah and waqf funds that 

are managed professionally by educational institutions or in collaboration with amil 

zakat and Islamic philanthropy institutions. These philanthropic funds can be used 

to support underprivileged students, finance scholarship programs, and help 

develop educational facilities without burdening the institution's routine 

operational costs. Then, there is project-based or grant-based financing which is 

usually obtained through cooperation with national and international donor 

agencies, the government, or the private sector. These grants are generally 

temporary and are used to fund specific projects, such as teacher training, 

innovative curriculum development or education infrastructure development. The 

management of grant funds requires high transparency and accountability in order 

to have maximum impact on the development of Islamic education institutions. 

Another important type of financing is investment or endowment-based 

financing (productive waqf). Funds raised from waqf or investment are then 

managed productively, for example through school business units or sharia 

investments, so that the proceeds can be used to support operational financing and 

sustainable institutional development. This model is considered capable of 

providing financial independence and reducing dependence on external sources of 

funds that are not always stable. Islamic educational institutions also need to pay 

attention to indirect costs, such as student transportation costs, consumption, and 

other supporting needs. These indirect costs are often an obstacle for students from 

underprivileged families to access education (Susanto & Rahma, 2023). Therefore, a 
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financing strategy that is inclusive and takes into account the needs of all 

stakeholders is needed so that access to Islamic education is wider and more 

equitable.  

The management of all types of financing must be carried out with the 

principles of transparency, accountability and community participation. Realistic 

annual budgeting, open financial reporting and periodic evaluation are essential to 

ensure effective use of funds. With good financing management, Islamic education 

institutions can continue to improve service quality, expand access to education, and 

realize the goals of sustainable Islamic education. 

3. Strategy for Utilization of Sources and Types of Financing 

Islamic educational institutions need to implement a strategy to collect ZIS 

funds professionally and integrated with educational programs. The establishment 

of a special unit for the management of zakat, infaq and shadaqah allows the funds to 

be directly allocated to the operational and development needs of the institution 

effectively. This approach not only increases the amount of funds raised, but also 

strengthens public trust in the institution's financial management. 

Diversification of funding sources is the next important strategy so that the 

institution does not depend on just one source of funds. Cooperation with various 

parties such as private companies, Islamic financial institutions, and philanthropic 

organizations can be realized in the form of sponsorship programs, scholarships, or 

facility grants. By expanding the partnership network, Islamic education institutions 

can obtain a more stable and sustainable source of funds, while supporting 

educational program innovation. 

The principles of transparency and accountability in fund management must 

be the main foundation. Open and publicly accessible financial reports increase the 

trust of donors and the wider community. The use of a digital technology-based 

reporting system facilitates the accountability process and accelerates the delivery 

of financial information. This is also in line with the implementation of good 

governance which encourages the governance of Islamic education institutions to be 

more professional and reliable. 

Careful financial planning is an important pillar in the financing utilization 

strategy. Educational institutions should develop short, medium and long-term 

budgets based on an analysis of actual needs and potential resources. Expenditure 

priorities are directed at programs that have a direct impact on improving the 

quality of education, so that the use of funds becomes more efficient and effective. 

Good planning also enables institutions to anticipate financial risks and prepare 

reserve funds for emergency situations. 

Utilizing digital technology is an innovative strategy in managing Islamic 

education financing. Crowdfunding platforms, online donation campaigns, and 

digital zakat applications can improve the efficiency of fundraising and expand the 

reach of donors. These technologies also support transparency and accountability of 

financial management, so that institutions can build greater trust from the public 
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and donors. Thus, the utilization of digital technology is key in facing financing 

challenges in the modern era (Syaharani et al., 2024). 

4. Challenges and Solutions 

The main challenge in utilizing Islamic education financing is the low level of 

financial literacy among managers of educational institutions. Many administrators 

of institutions do not have an adequate understanding of effective financial 

management, so that the management of funds is often less than optimal and risks 

causing inefficiency or even budget leakage. To overcome this problem, the solution 

that can be applied is to organize regular financial management training for 

administrators and administrative staff of Islamic education institutions. This 

training will increase the capacity of administrators and staff in planning, managing 

and being accountable for the use of funds in a professional manner (Rijal, 2024). 

The next challenge is limited access to external funding sources. Many Islamic 

educational institutions, especially those in remote or underdeveloped areas, find it 

difficult to establish partnerships with external parties such as companies, donor 

agencies or the government. One solution is to establish a special division that 

focuses on external relations and partnership development. This division is tasked 

with seeking opportunities for grants, sponsorships, and establishing active 

communication with various stakeholders to expand the institution's funding 

network. 

Lack of innovation in fundraising is also an obstacle that is often faced. Many 

Islamic educational institutions still rely on conventional methods such as direct 

donations or regular contributions, which are not always stable. To answer this 

challenge, educational institutions can adopt digital fundraising models, such as the 

use of crowdfunding platforms, online payment applications, and sharia fintech 

(Firmansyah et al., 2024). In addition, building a strong brand image of the 

institution in the community is also important so that more donors and partners are 

interested in contributing. 

Overall, these challenges require collaborative and innovative solutions. 

Increasing financial literacy, establishing an external relations division, and utilizing 

digital technology are strategic steps that can strengthen the sustainability of Islamic 

education financing. With professional management and adaptive to the times, 

Islamic education institutions are expected to be able to improve service quality and 

provide wider access to education for the community . 

 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS  

Based on the study results, financing is a vital factor in determining the 

sustainability and quality of Islamic education. Optimizing sources and types of 

financing, both internal such as zakat, infaq, shadaqah, and external such as government 

assistance, grants, and collaboration with the private sector, is needed so that Islamic 

education institutions are able to meet operational needs, develop facilities, and 

improve academic quality. Transparent, accountable and participatory financial 
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management is an important foundation to ensure the effective use of funds, while 

diversification of funding sources and innovation in fundraising, such as the use of 

digital technology, can increase the independence and sustainability of educational 

institutions.  

The main challenges faced include low financial literacy of managers, limited 

access to external funding sources, and lack of innovation in fundraising. To overcome 

this, strategic solutions are needed in the form of regular financial management 

training, the establishment of an external relations division to expand the funding 

network, as well as the adoption of digital fundraising models and strengthening the 

institution's brand image. With these collaborative and innovative steps, Islamic 

education institutions are expected to be able to manage financing professionally, 

adaptive to the times, and be able to improve the quality of services and access to 

education for the wider community. 

REFERENCES 

Abdurrahman. (2024). Metode Penelitian Kepustakaan dalam Pendidikan Islam. 

Adabuna : Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pemikiran, 3(2), 102–113. 

https://doi.org/10.38073/adabuna.v3i2.1563 

Afifah, A., & Aprison, W. (2024). Inovasi Pembiayaan Pendidikan Islam di Era Digital. 

8(12), 210–218. 

Annisa, D. N., & Marliyah, M. (2024). Pemanfaatan Dana Zis (Zakat, Infaq, Sedekah) Pada 

Program Peduli Pendidikan Di DT Peduli Sumut. IHSANIKA : Jurnal Pendidikan 

Agama Islam, 2(1), 72–83.  

Firmansyah, R., Hunaifi, N., Komalasari, Y., & Sulastriningsih, R. D. (2024). Crowdfunding 

Dalam Islam : Prinsip , Praktik , Dan Implementasi. Management Studies and 

Entrepreneurship Journal, 5(2), 4709–4718. 

Prima, T., Mardiyah, U., & Tarbiyah. (2025). Penyelarasan Rencana Biaya dengan Sumber 

Pendanaan Organisasi Pendidikan Islam. 3(3), 137–154. 

Ramadhani, A. F., & Saifudin. (2023). Manajemen Pembiayaan Dalam Pendidikan Islam. 

Proceeding International Seminar on Islamic Education and Peace, 3, 129–139. 

https://ejournal.uniramalang.ac.id/index.php/isiep/article/view/3860%0Ahttp

s://ejournal.uniramalang.ac.id/index.php/isiep/article/download/3860/2446 

Rijal, F. (2024). Manajemen Pengembangan dan Pengelolaan Keuangan Lembaga 

Pendidikan Islam Dayah Jami ’ ah Al -Aziziyah Batee Iliek. Jurnal Al-Mizan: Jurnal 

Hukum Islam Dan Ekonomi Syariah, 11(1), 155–166. 

Susanto, D., & Rahma, A. M. (2023). Jenis-jenis Pembiayaan untuk Penyelenggaraan 

Pendidikan. Jurnal Pelita Nusantara, 1(2), 233–237. 

https://doi.org/10.59996/jurnalpelitanusantara.v1i2.201 

Sutikno, A., Ayana, R. S., & Najah, T. S. (2024). Strategi Manajemen Pembiayaan dalam 

Menjamin Keberlanjutan Lembaga Pendidikan Islam. Indonesian Journal of 

Islamic Jurisprudence, Economic and Legal Theory, 2(4), 2120–2130. 

Syaharani, D. F., Intan, N., Oktavia, V., & Maryati, S. (2024). Strategi Efektif Pengelolaan 

Pembiayaan Pendidikan Islam. Cendekia Pendidikan, 4(3), 21–32. 



Page | 215  
Received: May 2025 / Revised June 2025 / Accepted July 2025 
 

Warmanto, E. (2024). Pembiayaan Pendidikan Islam. Jurnal Intelek Dan Cendekiawan 

Nusantara, 1(1), 29–37. 

 


